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The Parish of Haslemere, Hindhead and Chiddingfold 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 24th September 2019 

 

Administration and Finance Report 

 

1. Property – An Appeal has been lodged against the refusal by Waverley Borough Council 

to grant planning for the construction of a new dwelling on property adjacent to the 

driveway at St Anselm’s. We have written to the Diocese on this issue.  

 

As reported previously, the Letting Agreement for the Weydown Nursery has been 

updated to reflect the requirements of the Diocese. The Agreement has been agreed 

with Clare Hitchmough, who runs the Nursery. The document still remains with the 

Diocesan Solicitor for approval.   

 

A visit to the Cemetery of St Mary’s Abbey, which existed in Haslemere until 1975, is 

currently being arranged to take place in September. We believe that the Parish is 

responsible for the upkeep of this very small Cemetery although the Conveyance was 

with the Diocese. We have written to the Diocese on this issue to try to establish our 

obligations. 

 

As previously reported the Quinquennial Reports for all Parish buildings were completed 

as required by the Diocese.  Quotations are being obtained for the various items of work 

identified by the surveyors as requiring attention in 2019 /2020. 

 

The rent for the Priest’s House at St Anselm’s is currently under review by the PFC. The 

rent has been fixed for the last 5 years. We have written to the Diocese to ask if a new 

Lease is required. 

 

 

2. Buildings and Maintenance – A contractor was appointed to locate the leaking water 

main at Our Lady of Lourdes following a notification from Thames Water and an account 

for £4,003. A leak was located but we managed to ‘muddy the waters’ over the 

possibility of a defective water meter and Thames Water withdrew the account and we 

are now paying a normal water charge. 

 

The construction of the new driveway has been completed at Our Lady of Lourdes and 

following an adverse mechanical report on the Church boiler it has been replaced 

following approval by the Diocese. 

  

The external cleaning over the lancet windows above the Altar at Our Lady of Lourdes 

has been completed and the replacement of the Loop System and microphones, etc. will 

take place in the next few weeks commencing on 4th September. 
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The installation of the security camera in the Nave and the installation of two cameras 

around the Presbytery have also been completed. 

 

At St Anselm’s the work to the facia and soffit boards of the roof to the Priests House 

has been completed but the installation of the fire break between the Parish Room and 

House is yet to be constructed. 

 

No items of repair and maintenance have been undertaken at St Teresa’s.  

 

 

3. Health & Safety – The current status of outstanding Safety Tool Box Risk Assessments is 

as follows; 

 

St Teresa of Avila - 8 Overdue Assessments; 

Premises Inspection, Harmful Substances, etc. 

 

St Anselm  - 1 Overdue Assessment 

  

Our Lady of Lourdes - 4 Assessments due in September. 

      

 

As previously reported the Diocese issued in January 2019 updated Health and Safety 

requirements for each Presbytery in the Diocese – the Clergy Residence Checklist. A 

Legionella Report has been produced for the building and other maintenance work, 

such as gutter clearing has also been completed. 

The Lightning Conductor and Emergency Lighting Tests have recently been completed at 

Our Lady of Lourdes. 

The people responsible for completing the Health and Safety Assessments in the Parish 

are Sam Dudley (OLL), George Cook (St A’s) and Mike Danson (St T’s). 

 

4. CDM Regulations – Pre-contract Information, which is required to be issued to all 

contractors working on our buildings, is being issued as and when required. 

 

5. Safeguarding – The Diocese are currently trying to recruit a DBS checker and so checks 

are on hold at the moment.  

 

However, Pat Blades believes that there are still some Children’s Liturgy Catechists at St 

Teresa’s who need to complete applications. Pat Blades has sent reminders. 
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6. Parish Newsletter - There are no issues to report. 

 

7. Parish Website – The pictures on the website are continually being updated and the 

information in certain sections will be updated shortly to reflect changes in the Parish.  

 

The analysis of the website data usage between the beginning of August 2018 and 

August 2019 indicates that there were 3,393 users of the website. There were 6,646 

sessions and 3298 new users. In the sessions the Newsletter was read 15% of the time 

and Mass times 12%. 

 

The device category utilised was as follows; 

 

 Desktop 46.75% 

 Mobile  37.23% 

 Tablet  16.02% 

 

The age profile was as follows; 

 

18-24                     2% 

 25-34  15% 

 35-44  17% 

 45-54  19% 

 55-64  21% 

 65+  26% 

 

 

8. Parish Hall and Parish Room – The rates for the hire of the Church Hall and Parish Room 

are under review by the PFC and will be increased on 1st January 2020. 

 

9. The Crypt – Judith Davys continues to liaise with Chloe Adams who acts on behalf of the 

Anglican Churches who are the current users of the Crypt. There are no current issues. 

 

If any Parish Group wishes to use the Crypt it needs to liaise with Judith Davys. Use by 

the Anglican Youth Groups will be less than last year. 

 

10.  Accountancy – The new Diocesan software accounts package (Accounts IQ) has been 

adopted by the Parish and we are lucky to have Alan Revers as our accountant as he has 

resolved the teething issues. 
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The major issue since the last meeting has been the amalgamation of the Lottery with 

The 100 Club on 1st September, which caused a great deal of work. At the time of writing 

this report about 77% of Lottery members have migrated to The 100 Club. 

 

11.  Gift Aid Co-ordination – Terry Henley, our Gift Aid Co-ordinator, continues to input the 

necessary information onto the Diocese GiftWise software system and the 

amalgamation of the Lottery into The 100 Club will ease his task. Every month Terry 

Henley had to review the Parish Bank Account to discern which payments from 

Parishioners were for the Offertory (Gift Aidable) and which payments were for the 

Lottery (non Gift Aidable). 

 

The Diocese has issued a policy on Gift Aid Retention and Disposal of Documents. This is 

for documents received or produced before and after 25th May 2018. Diane Breen will be 

checking and clearing the Parish archives this summer in order to comply with this 

policy. 

 

12.  Collections and Collection Counters – The Counting Rota is being reorganised to reduce 

the number of counters and instigate a checking system. 

 

13.  Parish Inventory – The preparation of the Parish Inventory is complete with the 
exception of the Presbytery, which will be completed shortly. Both written and 
photographic copies of the Inventory will be stored in the Parish safe. 
 

14.  Parish Office – There are no issues to report. Security has been improved via the use of a 
door camera. 

 

15.  Parish Family Database – There are no issues to report. 

 

16.  Parish Registers – There are no issues to report. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 

Tony Lyons / 03.09.19 
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Liturgy and Pastoral Care 

As far as music is concerned, the choir at OLoL continues to thrive with a current 

membership of 17 singers, practising regularly on Wednesdays and always keen to 

learn new music. A new initiative has been introduced by Rachel O’Mara-Miller who 

hopes to encourage younger parishioners to form a youth choir. It is hoped that this 

group will meet once a month in the hall on a Friday evening and learn to sing some 

of the music for the following Sunday, thereby supporting the choir and congregation. 

The first meeting is due to take place on 4th October. 

No issues have been reported from those responsible for other ministries under the 

umbrella of Liturgy from OLoL or St Anselm’s. The following comments are from 

Mike Danson at St Teresa’s: 

The Readers and Eucharistic Ministers list has just been updated and runs through 

to April 2020. We have two new readers on the list, Gwynneth and Tim, replacing the 

“irreplaceable” Nick Allen who has moved into West Sussex. 

All the other lists are current and being expedited. There is room for new faces 

supporting the Children’s Liturgy, but no alarm bells are ringing. 

Gill Kenny has just reintroduced the monthly coffee mornings; this time it will be 

taking place on the second Sunday of the month to enable Fr Irek to attend. The first 

was on September 8th and the next will be our patronal feast on Sunday 13th 

October. 

Pauline Prior 

 

 

September PCC Report – Faith Formation 

Little Church 

OLL – little church has resumed after the summer break.  The resources from St Anslem are being 

put to good use and it is hoped that numbers of children attending will increase with the new set of 

First Holy Communion children attending.   

Children’s Choir 

Notices advertising this new activity have appeared in the parish newsletter for the last couple of 

weeks.   Sign-up sheet for the first session in early October are at the back of OLL.   

First Holy Communion 

Eight forms have been returned and Aga and Pat are preparing for the first session.  Lessons 

commence shortly.   
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Confirmation 

Sadly no forms have been received for Confirmation this year so there are no requirements to run a 

programme.   

Family Parish Groups 

George Cooke volunteered to help support Marriage and Family Life activities at the Annual Parish 

Meeting.  LT has followed up to ask if he would take on co-ordinating a new set of groups across the 

Parish.  No response received as yet.   

 

 

Outreach notes for meeting , 24th September 

This time our HOWG meeting will take place before our PPC meeting so I do hope to be  able to bring 

to the table some new projects that we would like the committee to consider and approve. I have 

asked Diane to put something in future newsletters asking for suggestions from the parish.  

 

Our ongoing projects ,CHIKS and Uganda , continue to need our help and we are now in frequent 

correspondence with them. We have received letters from the girls whose education we are 

sponsoring and I hope to have a display of these letters for each of the notice boards soon.  

Sadly I have had no luck in getting the relevant details to send the intended £400 to either Ben's Eye 

Hospital or Ashagram.   I may have this information by the time we next meet. 

 

We have had no specific fund raisers for our HOWG causes but the Summer barbecue was successful 

socially and materially and I would hope that some of the profits might be directed towards our 

charity coffers. 

 

Carole Holloway ( 5/ 9 /19 ) 

Report of the Ecumenical Group May-September 2019 

1. Events/activities since January 2019 
In Chiddinfold the new Anglican vicar is very supportive of the Joint churches 

activities and plans to reinstate the ecumenical open air service on the village green.  

In June the churches provided a tea break for cyclists on the London to Brighton ride 

which produced £1,800 for the Joint Churches activities.  On 6 October the Joint 

Churches will be hosting the annual newcomers lunch where they will cater for 100 

and at which representatives from each of the churches will also attend.   
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 In Hindhead  the three churches will have stalls next to each other at the Beacon Hill 

fete on 14 September.  

In Haslemere the Edward Stourton talk at the Haslemere festival was well attended 

by parishioners and others.  

Revd Chris Bessant has been installed as the new Rector at St. Bartholomew’s and 

we must hope he is more enthusiastic about ecumenism than his predecessor.  

2. Looking ahead 

I am booked on the annual Diocesan Mission & Unity Day on 28 September in 

Crawley. 

We hope to enlarge our group by one member who expressed interest at the parish 

gathering. 

Simon Fraser 

Parish of Haslemere, Hindhead and Chiddingfold 

Parish Pastoral Council, September 24th 2019 

Social and Fundraising report 

 

Events since last meeting 

 

Organiser Month Date Activity £ Raised Approx. 
No 
Attended 

Tish May 8th Parish Tea Party Non profit 30 

S Horan May 31st Wine tasting 450 40 

Jodie June  21st Parish Annual Meeting Non profit 95 

Tish July 10th Parish Tea party Non profit 30 

Carole  July 21st Parish BBQ 518 95 

Diane August 4th  Parish Lunch 85 60 

S Horan August 11th Lady Petrol Sunday (wine after mass) Non profit 70 

Tish August  14th Parish Tea Party Non profit 30 

Frances August 21st Seniors Club Non profit 10 

Carolyn August 22nd Campion Dining Club  Non profit 20 

Frances August 30th Seniors Club Non profit 10 

M Danson Sept 8th Coffee morning – St Teresa’s Non profit 24 

Frances Sept  13th Seniors Club Non profit 10 
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Lottery Results 

The result of the 100 club and One World Group lottery are now being published in the newsletter. 

Campion Dining Club 

Details of forthcoming meals are being published in the newsletter. Two new members attended 

meal in August 

Seniors Club 

New initiative organised by Fran Greenwood and Pauline Prior involving meeting in the Hall for talks, 

quizzes and activities 

 


