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The Power of God Through Those Who Believe 
 
We’re a week away from the start of Holy Week. Our Lord now has his sights set on 
Jerusalem, and the pace is quickening. In these next two weeks, we’re living just one 
part of the Gospel passage from today: an encounter with the reality of suffering and 
death. Jesus is asking us to have faith in him. 

In today’s First Reading the prophet Ezekiel reminds us of the Lord’s promise to not 
only to bring us back to life but to bring us home. 

• It doesn’t take theology or catechism to realize that death is the biggest 
“game over” we experience in life. 

• Even believing in the Resurrection does not spare us from fearing the fact 
that we have to be resurrected from something intrinsically unpleasant: death. 

• Even as we lower our loved ones into the tomb, we are encouraged by the 
promise of the Lord that death will not have the last word. 

• We’ll not only be restored to life; we’ll be brought home and returned to those 
we love. 

In today’s Second Reading Paul reminds us that faith in being restored to life is not 
enough. We have to believe that we have to bear Christ within us to that the Spirit 
may restore us to life. 

• If we just believe in reincarnation or being absorbed into some cosmic energy, 
or just living on in the memory of those we leave behind or some cold stone 
monument, God’s power cannot restore us to life. 

• When we receive baptism, we die in Christ. We go under the water to 
represent descending into death, but we also bind our fate with that of Christ’s 
and rise from the waters of death into new life. 

• Next Sunday we’ll remember Christ’s journey from Incarnation to Passion and 
Death, and we’ll participate in that. 

• However, in faith and in Christ, we know that was not the end of Our Lord’s 
story, and it will not be the end of ours either. 

Review Your Expectations 

• We place faith in people because we have certain expectations for them, 
expectations that we want to be met. 

• Our faith in them usually begins with them already having met some of our 
expectations. 

• When our faith in God weakens, it is usually because we feel he is not living 
up to our expectations. 

• Martha believes in Our Lord today even though her expectations had been 
dashed: she had expected a healing, not the return of her brother to life. 

• When someone we love suffers, we expect a healing and pray for it, but often 
it does not come. Do we persevere in faith? 

• It’s at the foot of the Cross that we remember that Our Lord doesn’t owe us 
anything, but we owe him everything. 

• Spend some time this week at the foot of the Cross, reframing your 
expectations and renewing your faith. 


